
The US and its history





The United States of 
America (1)
• The USA is a federation of 50 states. 

• The American flag: Each state is
represented by a star on the American 
flag (50 stars in total), while the 13 
stripes represent the original 13 states. 

• The USA has a population of 
approximately 320 million.

• Most people speak English; American 
English is like British english but with a 
few differences in pronunciation, spelling 
and vocabulary. Many people also speak
Spanish and other languages. 



The United States of 
America (2)

• The national currency is the US 
dollar. 

• The capital city is Washington DC 
(DC stands for «District of 
Columbia»).

• The USA is a Federal Republic, 
and the President is elected every 
four years.



A «melting pot»

• The USA is a multicultural nation often described as a 
«melting pot» society.

• The USA history is one of immigration: the country 
attracted people form all over the world in search of better
life. 

• In 1620 the Pilgrim Fathers, religious dissenters from 
England, arrived in Massachussetts and settled there. 

• During the 1800s, immigrants came from Germany, Ireland, 
the Netherlands, Spain Italy and many other European
countries. 

• The USA has also a large African-American population, 
who are descendants of the slaves who came from Africa to 
work on the cotton and tobacco plantations in the 16th and 
17th centuries. 

• In the 20° century many people came from Asia and 
Hispanic countires, such as Mexico, Cuba and Puerto Rico.



African-American people in the 
USA (1)

• At the beginning of the 17th century, the first slaves arrived 
from Africa to satisfy the labor need of the growing North 
American colonies. 

• Why black people from Africa? Because they were a 
cheaper labour force and they were not considered as 
worthy as white people. Indeed, Black people were 
considered lesser people who needed the white man’s 
guidance.

• They worked mainly in plantations, but some of them were 
lucky enough to be employed as housekeepers and butlers. 
In the plantations life conditions where unbearable: they 
had no rights and no freedom. 



African-American people in the 
USA (2)
• Many northern states abolished slavery by the end of the 18th 

century, but this institution was absolutely vital to the 
southern economy.

• American Civil War (1861-1865): in the spring of 1861, the 
conflicts between North (Union) and South (Confederate 
States) erupted into civil war.
• Confederate States of America: North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Texas, Virginia, Tennessee and Arkansas.

• At the end of the war – won by the Northern States -, slavery 
was finally abolished and the 13th Amendment of the US 
Constitution declared all slaves free:

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 

convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction. 



African-American people in the 
USA (3)
• The end of slavery was not the end of racial discrimination: 

black people were still discriminated and kept segregated. 

• Jim Crow laws (from the post-Civil War era to the Civil 
Rights Act, in 1964) allowed this. 
• Named after a black minstrel character, these laws 

were meant to marginalize African Americans by 
denying them the right to vote, have jobs, get an 
education or other opportunities. Those who defied 
them faced arrest, fines, jail, violence and death. 

• Civil Rights Movement: it is a struggle for social and 
economic justice that took place mainly during the 1950s 
and the 1960s. African Americans wanted to obtain equal 
rights to white people in the United States. 



African-American 
people in the USA (4)

• In 1964, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act, 
which legally ended the segregation 
that had been institutionalized by 
Jim Crow laws. In 1965, he also 
signed the Voting Rights Act. These 
two Acts overturned segregation 
laws around the country.

• Nowadays, there are no more laws
openly discriminating African-
American and minority people but
racism is still a problem. 

• #BlackLivesMatter was born in 2013 
for this same reason. According to 
this movement «when black lives
matter, all lives matter». 



Freedom Fighters: 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1dlQo3
cVBI&t=158s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1dlQo3cVBI&t=158s

