
“WE SEE FURTHER WHEN STANDING ON 
THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS” 

B. DE CHARTRES 

“The world is indeed full of peril, 
and in it there are many dark 
places; but still there is much that is 
fair, and though in all lands love is 
now mingled with grief, it grows 
perhaps the greater.” 

J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
Il mondo è davvero pieno di pericoli, e vi sono 
molti posti oscuri; ma si trovano ancora delle 
cose belle e, nonostante l'amore sia ovunque 
mescolato al dolore, esso cresce forse più forte. 
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WITNESSES 

There have been people who lived for an ideal that gave 
meaning to all their lives and supported them through perils, fears, 
imprisonment, death. 
They are WITNESSES, people that at the end of their lives could 
really say “I swear I lived”. 
 
I lived, One Republic 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KINfQbfZwik 



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Article 1: All human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights. 
They are endowed with reason and conscience and should 
act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
 
Article 2: Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of 
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. 



“ T O  B E  F R E E  I S  N O T  M E R E LY  T O  C A S T  O F F  O N E ’ S  C H A I N S ,  B U T  T O  L I V E  I N  
A  WAY  T H AT  R E S P E C T S  A N D  E N H A N C E S  T H E  F R E E D O M  O F  O T H E R S . ”  

 

NELSON MANDELA  (1918-2013)  



SOUTH AFRICA AND THE APARTHEID 
SYSTEM 

Today South Africa is called the rainbow nation, because people of 
African, Asian and European origin all live together in peace.  
It's a melting pot of languages and cultures. 
 
In the past, South Africa has been a Dutch and a British colony. When it 
was  part of the British Empire, South Africa was governed by its white 
population. This system continued after the country became 
independent in 1934. 
White South Africans had better life conditions 
than black people. 

 
 
 



In 1948, the government created a 
system to legally separate black from 
white people: it was called Apartheid. 
 
§  Black and white people couldn’t have 

mixed marriages. 
§  Black people couldn’t use the same 

transports, schools, libraries as white 
people. 

§  B lack and whi te people were 
separated in every aspect of public 
life. 

§  Laws made white people officially 
superior. 

It was a RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. It   
continued until 1994. 

à Watch a video about Apartheid: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2f2k6iDFCL4  



NELSON MANDELA: HIS LIFE 

•  He was born in South Africa in 1918. 
•  He studied Law at university and he became a lawyer in Johannesburg, 

helping black people with their legal problems. 
•  In 1944, he joined the ANC (African National Congress), a protest 

movement that wanted black South Africans to have the same rights of 
white people. This movement was banned by the government in 1960. 

•  Mandela organised protests against the government and because of this 
he was arrested in 1962. He was sent in prison to Robben Island. 

•  Conditions in prison were very hard.  
•  Watch a video about Nelson Mandela’s life: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yDLi0NWj7Y  
•  Watch a scene about Robben Island from the film Invictus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oIKqeZWjis  



§  In the 1960s, other countries began to oppose the Apartheid 
system: they organised demonstrations, they boycotted South 
Africans products and sport teams refused to play there. 
•  In the 1980s, the South African government began to make 
changes. 
•  The new president De Klerk started to free political prisoners and 
he removed the ban on protest movements. 
•  In 1990, after 27 years, Mandela was released from prison. 



§  In 1994, South Africa had the first democratical elections à black 
people voted for the first time in the country. 

§  Nelson Mandela was elected president. He was the country’s first 
black president. He didn’t want revenge for the years of apartheid and 
injustice. He asked all South-Africans to work in peace. He reunited the 
country after years of division and racial discrimination. 

§  In 1993, he shared the Nobel Prize with De Klerk, who served as 
South Africa’s president before Mandela. 

§  Mandela is a symbol of the struggle for justice, equality, and dignity in 
South Africa and around the world. 

§  The film INVICTUS, directed by Clint Eastwood, tells the inspiring and 
true story of how newly elected President Nelson Mandela joins forces 
with the captain of South Africa's rugby team, Francois Pienaar (Matt 
Damon), to help unite their country through sport and overcome 
economic and racial division.             à 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MR6hSZe_WH8  


